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Student Reading

The Colonial Economy Game

(That is graded)

1. “You are about to play a game on the economy of the thirteen colonies from around 1640 to 1770.  Each player will take the role of a young colonial person starting out with a moderate amount of money or capital.  Your task will be to increase your capital by making profitable investments.  These investments will be made by you in each of the five colonial regions, one by one.  The winner of the game will be the player with the most money or capital at the end of turn fifteen.”

2. Each player starts out with 10 Capital Points.  Each player may earn or lose Capital Points throughout the game.  Capital Points are earned by making profitable investments. Capital Points are lost by making unprofitable investments.

3. The teacher will announce which colonial region players will be investing in for that turn.  Use the following order: (1) New England, (2) Middle Colonies,  (3) Southern Colonies/Tidewater, (4) Southern Colonies/Piedmont, (5) Frontier.  Repeat three times.  (New England will be the region in play on turns one, six and eleven, etc.)

4. Next the players should examine the Investment Lists. (provided the day of the game) From the lists one product only must be selected per turn. 

5. Player will then record their investment and cost on their ledger

6. teacher will then read the returns for each region along with other contributing factors that may affect their profit (known as fate: weather, disease, etc)

7. Players will then record their profits or loss and repeat the process for the next colonial region

8. A player may only use one investment per region (if you used tobacco in Northern colonies on your first round you may not use it in the second or third round for Northern colonies but you may use it in any other region)

COLONIAL ECONOMY READING

(The word economy refers to the production, distribution and consumption of goods and services.)


Today the United States has the richest and most diverse economy in the world.  We have more factories, industries, farms and services than any other nation.  This tremendous achievement has its roots in our Colonial history.  There, the future seeds of our present economy were planted.


The first English Settlers that landed at Jamestown, Virginia in 1607 hoped to find gold or other precious metals.  They were soon disappointed for there was no gold.  But they soon discovered another source of wealth—tobacco.  Tobacco was the first of several products that the Colonist found profitable.  Indeed, the true wealth of America was found to be in the richness of the soil; over 90% of Colonial Americans made their living from agriculture.


Different economic regions grew up in the thirteen British North American Colonies.  These differences were caused by several factors.  Some of the most important of which were weather, climate, types of soil and nearness to trade routes and fisheries.  The three colonial regions were called Northern or New England, the Middle or Bread, and the Southern Region.  The Southern region can be divided into two regions the Tidewater, and the Piedmont.  The Tidewater region of the south was the wide coastal plain along the coast where the first settlements in the south such as Jamestown were built.  The Piedmont region is the inland foothills of the Appalachian Mountains, an area much more difficult to farm and travel in than its Tidewater neighbor.  Each of these regions also had a frontier region.  The frontier region in all these sections was that area to the west where colonial civilization was just starting to reach and the Native American cultures were being pushed back.  All the regions had their own frontier regions that shared similar characteristics with each other.
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NEW ENGLAND COLONIES


The Northern or New England region consisted of the colonies of New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island.  New England's soil was rocky and not as fertile as the other regions.  This was because glaciers from the last ice age had scraped away centuries of topsoil and deposited rocks when they melted.  It was often said in New England that each year’s surest crop was rocks.  Farming was a backbreaking task that produced only limited results.  While a vast majority of people on the Northern colonies lived on farms almost all of them were subsistence farms, where each family grew only enough to feed themselves and very little extra was sold for profit. Some farmers made a little profit from beef and dairy that was sold to the cities that grew along the coast of New England.


With farming being mainly unprofitable many colonists turned to the sea to earn a living.  New England had many fine harbors, and offshore there were rich fishing grounds.  The codfish quickly became a source of wealth for New England, and the codfish fisheries became known as the “goldmines” of New England.  Whaling which provided oil for lamps and other products soon began and grew rapidly until there were hundreds of whaling ships operating out of New England ports alongside the fishermen.  


Commerce, the trading of both import and exports goods was a profitable business and an important source of wealth.  Fortunes could be made by local merchant trading between the colonies, as well as the very profitable Triangle Trade.  Triangle Trade involved shipping a cargo, such as New England made rum, to the coast of West Africa.  There the rum or other goods was traded for slaves, gold, or ivory.  The African goods such as slaves were then transported to the West Indies where they were again traded, this time for molasses, sugar or tropical goods.  Finally, the tropical goods were taken back to New England where they were sold.  Often profits were used to buy goods such as rum to be used for more Triangle Trade.  At each stop the ship owner was able to make a profit on each trade he made.


Manufacturing on a small scale also developed to support this business.  Besides rum distilleries, there were ship yards that made the ships used in the fishing and trade industries.  Lumber was important to supply the ship yards, Iron works that made the metal fittings for the ships, and naval stores such as tar, pitch, rosin, and turpentine that were always in demand in New England and by both the British Navy and Merchant Marine.  


Away from the sea the opportunity for profit were much less though there was a limited trade in beaver and other fine furs, used in Europe for hats and fancy dress, as well as leather tanning, the process that makes an animals hide into usable leather.  

MIDDLE COLONIES

The Middle Colonies are often called the Bread or Bread Basket Colonies because of the great quantities of grain they produced.  The middle colonies consisted of the New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Delaware.  This region had fertile soil, rolling hills, and navigable rivers and profitable farms soon began exporting large quantities of grain products such as wheat, oats, rye, and barley.  This grain was traded to the other colonies as well as Europe and was the mainstay of their economy. Some farmers would distill surplus grain into whiskey, which like rum in New England was sold for extra income.   The abundance of grain allowed for the development of livestock and dairy farming.   These farms provided not only meat and dairy but raw materials for local tanning businesses.  


In addition to farming, vast forests provided the raw materials for ship building and a thriving lumber industry.  With only limited access to the seas the middle colonies never developed the great triangle trade of the northern colonies but did have a thriving merchant trade for their products.


As the colonies developed the discovery of valuable ores led to the mining of iron and copper and its manufacturing into usable goods, as well as the manufacturing of glass and pottery began to assume an important place in the economy.  


In parts of the Middle Colonies, large estates developed that were similar to the plantations of the South with one important difference.   The estates of the Middle Colony, due to Quaker religious beliefs, were worked by labor that was either free or indentured and not by slaves as on the southern plantations.
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SOUTHERN COLONIES


The Southern Region consisted of the colonies of Virginia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia and can be divided into two separate sections, the tidewater and the piedmont.  The first was known as the Tidewater because it was close to the ocean on the wide coastal plain where the tides effected the rivers far in land.  Due to its warm climate and the rich soils of the coastal plain this area was ideal for farming cash crops.  The chief products of this area were rice, indigo and tobacco. While each of these products were in great demand all of them were very difficult to grow and required much labor to insure a profitable crop.  As a result these products were the most profitable when worked on great plantations by African slave labor.  While few could afford to establish and maintain a plantation smaller farmers was able to make a living growing some grains and livestock that was in demand by the plantations to support their slave labor.  


The second area was west of the coastal plain, away from the ocean and rivers, on the foot hills of western mountains and was known as the Piedmont area.  Here people worked small self-sufficient farms, trapped or traded for fur animals, and often, like in other regions, converted extra grain crops into whiskey for easy transport to coastal markets.  

 In both these regions some farmers raised livestock or dairy for the local market. 

FRONTIER


All the colonial regions had a backwoods or frontier region on their every moving western border.  These regions were inhabited by woodsmen and settlers who were not afraid of the isolation, threat of hostile Indians, and the dangers of nature that the frontier presented.  The great majority of these pioneers were small families and their animals living isolated from civilization.  There was usually no need to grow a surplus of crops for their location on the frontier meant there was no access to markets for their goods.  However there was access to the furs desired in Europe and some frontiersmen even turned their surplus grain into whiskey which was easier to transport to distant markets.


ALL REGIONS 

(Except Frontier)


All the colonial regions, except the frontier, shared in the wealth produced from internal and external Merchant trade to different degrees.  Tropical products such as sugarcane, dyewood, coffee, and molasses could not be grown in the thirteen colonies, but were in great demand by the colonist.  American merchant captains managed to make a profit by first importing these tropical goods to the Americas and then trading then throughout the colonies for exportable goods.  Exporting American products and raw materials to Europe and other colonies was practices in all colonies.  Another method of gaining wealth in any area was by land speculation.  Investors bought cheap unsettled land hoping settlers would move there and pay them a higher price for their land as it was in more demand.


The Thirteen Colonies had a diverse and rich economy stretching from the fisheries of New England to the Plantations of the South.  The British Government placed restrictions on the economic life of the Colonies that prevented it from reaching its full potential.  Once the restrictions were removed by the American Revolution, the American economy exploded and eventually produced the greatest economic powerhouse the world had ever known. 

